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PREFACE

AS one of the last remaining vestiges of Communism in the
world, Vietnam has drawn closer to the centre of the world

stage in recent years. Like its traditional enemy to the north,
China, Vietnam's leaders have managed to preserve their hold
onto power by abandoning much of what they once held dear
— the egalitarian vision of Marxism, of a society where the
poor were no longer oppressed — Vietnam's participation in
the world march toward the inevitable victory of communism.

The collapse of the Soviet bloc world in 1989 ended that
vision. Today Viemam no longer depends on Comecon, but the
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank and multinational corporations for financial
support. And while its economy grows — and the Vietnamese
government gains acceptability with its former enemies —
inequalities between rich and poor also emerge, as does wide
spread corruption and demoralisation among the communist
cadres.

In short, Viemam today is making the transition from a
totalitarian socialist rdgime to an authoritarian capitalist
rdgime. The government no longer has the driving force of an
ideology to guide the country into the future, instead it is in a
temporary holding pattem, its aging leaders holding onto power
more out of concern for their personal well-being than the
welfare of the nation.

It is in this context that Dao Tang Due's book is a most
welcome contribution. Although I do not agree with all of the
points raised in the book, I find it most useftil to the lay reader
in its historical approach, its description of overseas Viet
namese political activities and analysis of Vietnam's new
constitution.

Most important, however, is the author's efforts to link
Viemam's political future with the traditional belief system of
the country. Religion and politics have always been closely
intertwined in Vietnam. With the collapse of the Marxist-
Leninist ideology in Viemam, we can expect a resurgence of
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religious influence in the political arena. But to what extent will
that be a positive development? This book may help answer
that question and avoid the pitfalls that have occurred in
Vietnam's past when religion has sown disunity in the society.

It is unfortunate that so many of the best and brightest people
in Vietnam have been forced to flee their homeland over the

last nineteen years. As Vietnam reaches an important cross
roads in its political development, we may hope that the voices
of creative and patriotic overseas Viemamese, such as Due, will
be heard once again in Vietnam.

Stephen Denney
Archive Assistant, Indochina Archive

Institute of East Asian Studies
University of California, Berkeley

Berkeley, CA 94608 U.SA.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this book is to contribute in a modest
way to the debate on human rights and democracy in

Vietnam. Thus its focus is on the inception, development of the
democratic ideal and the obstacles lying on the road to true
democracy. In the process, it becomes necessary to embark on
an analysis of Vietnamese history and the elements constituting
its traditional culture, since there is a need not only for peoples
of the West to understand the Vietnamese people, but also for
the Vietnamese people to understand themselves. Many good
men and women in the West had fought and died in Vietnam.
Many others survived the Vietnam war with deep scars in their
souls. Many of these are still trying to understand why their
countries were involved in such a war and for what reasons. In

this book I have attempted to provide some answers from the
perspective of a Vietnamese. An even greater number of
Vietnamese men and women had fought, died or survived the
same war without understanding it. The people in the North
were told by their government that they fought for indepen
dence and national sovereignty. The people in the South were
told by their government they fought for freedom and
democracy. They soon realised that independence, national
sovereignty, freedom or democracy were only slogans in an
epic ideological conflict of international proportions over which
their governments had very little say or control. I have tried to
be as objective as possible. However, this is always easier said
than done. For, when a human being is bom into this world, his
mind through the means of his five physical faculties, has to
reflect on the objective realities therein. His thoughts and ideas
are conceived as the result of the interaction between his

subjective mind and an objective reality. Thus, by definition, all
ideas and thoughts of a human being are at best a partially
alienated reflection of reality. When a human being begins to
reflect on the thoughts and ideas of another human being, such
as the case of a student reading this book, the element of
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2 ON THE STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRACY IN VIETNAM

alienation from reality is proportionately greater. The first
human beings started the thinking process since the dawn of
history and there have been interactions between cultures and
societies since time immemorial. Human thoughts and ideas
have ceased to be true reflections of objective realities
altogether. For one thing, reality is perpetually in motion and
immediately upon an idea being conceived it has lost its reality.
By the same token, this book, like any other work, is merely a
faint echo of objective reality.

I was born a Vietnamese and have thought as a Vietnamese
with all the limitations and prejudices of a human being under
the immediate influence of his people's culture and environ
ment. The unfortunate and inescapable human condition is that
if all thoughts and ideas are betrayals of objective reality, the
only alternative remains the cessation of the thinking process
within oneself and the termination of aU intellectual works so
that others may not be infected by the disease of subjectivity.
But to stop thinking is an impossibility for humans and to
remain silent when one's heart is heavy requires a strength of
character that I do not possess.

Finally, to my fellow Vietnamese, in particular my friends of
the Vietnamese community overseas who have shared with me,
for more than a decade, many moments of joy and sorrow
during our common struggle for democracy in Vietnam, and
who think me less of a friend after having read this book, I have
this to say: this book is only a set of ideas, thus at most a partial
reflection of reality, an illusion, and should occupy the lowest
priority in the universal scheme of things. This book should not
be allowed to wreck friendships for ideas are only all-important
in the minds of foolish men. Those men and women who allow
ideas to take over reality, who live and die because of ideas,
generally belong to the psychiatric hospitals. Meanwhile, there
is always the reality of poverty, unhappiness amd absence of
human rights in Vietnam which should continue to justify our
struggle and to join us in friendship.



SYNOPSIS

I  INTRODUCTION

II THE NATURE OF THE VIETNAMESE TRADITIONAL

BODY POLITIC

A An Outline of History

Vietnam has a 4,000 years history, one thousand of which was
under Chinese domination, and Vietnam became only indepen
dent from China from 939 A.D.

B The Components of the Traditional Body Politic

The main components of the traditional body politic are:

a) A culture totally immersed in a tradition of harmonious co
existence between the three great religions of the far East:
Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism.

b) A society based upon the village, the monarchy and a class
structure dictated by moralistic, not religious or economic
principles; and

c) Confucianism as the pervading state ideology.

Thus with the arrival of the French and Catholic missionaries

with their evangelical zeal, the first ideological conflict in
Vietnam took place at the end of the 19th century between
Catholicism and Confucianism. The Viemam war (1963-1975)

was the second ideological conflict and has resulted in less
damage to the nation compared to the first.

III THE HRST ENCOUNTERS WITH DEMOCRACY

A The Pre-colonial Contacts

The reasons for French colonisation of Vietnam are:

The conservatism of the Viemamese Confuceen scholars, the

zeal of the French Catholic missionaries, the French military
establishment, and French merchants and industrialists.
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B The French Conquest (1884)

The French conquest and occupation provoked fierce resistance
from: Confuceen scholars and movements, and the various
modem political parties and organisations that were created
during the period of French occupation (including the Com
munist Party of Vietnam).

IV INDEPENDENCE AND A DIVIDED NATION

A North Vietnam: The Marxist-Leninist Consolidation

Since the Geneva Agreement in 1954, the Communist Party of
Vietnam (CPVN) has recast Vietnamese society along Leninist
lines and eliminated aU Nationalist Parties in North Vietnam.

B South Vietnam: An Uneasy Attempt at Democracy
In the South, the Americans stepped in and lent support to the
Ngo Dinh Diem regime while pushing to the margin of political
life all Nationalist forces. The Nguyen Van Thieu regime was
also supported by the Americans. Both presidents were
Catholic in a nation dominated by the three fused religions of
Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism.

C The Vietnam War: Ideologies and Superpowers Conflict
The various superpowers having an influence on the destiny of
Vietnam are: The USA, the Soviet Union, China, France, the
Vatican and Japan. It is possible that the influence of the
Vatican was decisive in modem Vietnamese politics during the
post-French period and even during the Viemam War.

V A NATION RE-UNITED

A The Conquest of South Vietnam

Despite the valour of its troops and massive American aid.
South Vietnam lost the war, not on the battlefields but in the
streets of Washington, London, Paris and Sydney due to the
Anti-War lobby, and the corruption of its regime.
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B The Tragedy of the Boat People

About one million refugees escaped the Communist inferno and
due to the world recession, thousands are stranded in sub

human conditions in various refugee camps in South-East Asia
with no hope of resettlement.

C South Vietnam: The Marxist-Leninist Re-education

For the first years from 1975-1988, the CPVN applied a strict
Leninist type of dictatorship, however, with the fall of the inter
national Communist movement, it has lost its ideological purity
and now only hangs on to power with the army and the secret
police.

VI THE CONTINUED STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRACY

A The Degradation of the Communist Party of Vietnam

The Communist Party, despite its tight grip on power, is no
longer the party of the future. Its rank and file has been com
pletely demoralised.

B An Evaluation of the Forces of Opposition

However, the paucity of opposition (thanks to the ill-planned
American intervention which almost destroyed the power base
of all Nationalist forces) with their traditional cultural and
organisational defects will prolong unnecessarily the realisation
of the democratic ideal in Vietnam. However, the Nationalists

are stiU the forces of the future.

C A Critique of the 1992 Constitution of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam

One major obstacle to democracy is the unwillingness of the
Communist Party to adopt pluralism (and a multi-party political
system). In order to consolidate this position, they have created
a monster of a constitution based upon the novel concept of the
socialist rule of law in order to consolidate one-party dictator
ship. A detailed analysis of this constitution is provided.
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VII THE DEMOCRATIC IDEAL

A Defining Democracy

There is a need to define the democratic ideal for Vietnam as

haying the following elements:

a) A constitution which lays down the fundamental laws of
the land and which recognises the most important human
rights as defined by the United Nations Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights.

b) A system of rule of law as opposed to the socialist rule of
law and as opposed to the Confuceen rule of the righteous
man.

c) A pluralist political system.

B The Diamond Sutra, or, on the Shattering of Prejudices

In addition to the infusion of the democratic ideal, the Vietnam
ese people need the determination to destroy all prejudices
ingrained in their consciousness in order to realise true democ
racy. Some typical prejudices are:

a) That ideologies can capture reality in their intellectual or
metaphysical constructs.

b) That the Nationalist forces' weakness is their internal

division.

c) That the relationship between the government and the
people is one similar to the relationship between parents
and their own children.

d) That only the masses can make history.

Indeed, the destruction of aU prejudices in particular ideologies,
to free the thoughts of men will ensure lasting democracy in
Viemam.



II. THE NATURE OF THE

VIETNAMESE TRADITIONAL

BODY POLITIC

A. AN OUTLINE OF fflSTORY

By ANY STANDARD, VIETNAM as a nation has a long
history. Indeed the belief that Vietnam has a 4,000-year

history is a universally accepted truism regardless of each
person's social status, political persuasion or religious creed.
However, as far as recorded history is concerned, written
documentation can be traced back only to the Thyc dynasty
(258-207 B.C.). Before this period, legends have it that the
Vietnamese nation was founded with the rfbng B^g dynasty
(2879-258 B.C.). This analysis of the traditional body politic
deals only with the period between the ri6ng B^g dynasty
(2879 B.C.) and the period prior to the French occupation of
Viernam (1884), the reason being that the colonial period xmder
French domination can be rightly considered a turning point
and from that point onward the traditional Viemamese political
culture has been subjected to serious challenges whose nature is
unknown to its traditions.

For the purpose of analysis, this lengthy part of history may
be divided into five main episodes:

1. The mythical Etdng B^g dynasty (2879-258 B.C.)
2. The Thuc dynasty (258-207 B.C.)

3. The Trieu Dh dynasty (207-111 B.C.)

4. Chinese domination (111 B.C.-939 A.D.)

5. Independent Vietnam (939-1884).^

For more details see Vi0t S& Tdan ThU by Ph^ Van SOn, 1960, Khai
Tri Library.
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So far as the origins of the Vietnamese are concerned, there are
many theories. In the main however, they either support the
proposition that the Viemamese are descendants of the numer
ous Viet (or Yueh) tribes which constituted the once powerful
Viet state during the period of the Eastern Chou's empire. On
the death of the able king Cau Tiin (465 B.C.) the succeeding
leaders could no longer hold the various tribes together and
Viet as a state was finally conquered by a rival state Sd in
333 B.C.

In order to escape the new rulers, some of these tribes
migrated south to the area known today as North Vietnam and
are the original Vietnamese.^

On the other hand some theories support the proposition that
the Vietnamese are the result of the interbreeding between the
Melanesian, Indonesian and Australoid races from the Pacific

Islands south of Vietnam and the Mongoloid race from the
north.3

The above proposition is partly reflected in the popular
legend of the marriage between the most sacred animal of
Eastern mythology: the dragon (Lac Long Quan) and a fairy
(Au Ctf). Nguyin Kh^c Kham, in a paper sent to the 36th
International Congress of Orientalists held at New Delhi from
4th to 10th January 1964 entitled "Viemamese studies and their
relationships to Asian studies" gave the following account:

Some more than four thousand years ago. King De Minh,
a descendant of the Chinese king ThSn N6ng (God of
agriculture) went on a tour to the south and met at Ngu
LTnh Mountain (Hunan province) a fairy whom he
married and who bore him a son by the name of Lqc Tuc.

Loc Tyc received from his father the southem part of
his kingdom named Xfch QuJ and reigned under the
royal title of Kinh Diftfng VifOng. One day he called on

^ Nguyen Khac NgO, Ngu^n g^c ddn /(5c Viet Nam, Montreal 1985,
pp 13-24.

3  id., p. 88.
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the God of the seas whose daughter Long Nil he married.
From this union was bom a son named Sting Lam who
succeeded his father under the royal title of Lac Long
Qu^ (the dragon). Later on Lac Long QuSn withdrew to
his former palace of the seas. But as the Xich Quy
kingdom was invaded by the army of De Lai, a Chinese
emperor, her inhabitants invoked Lac Long Quan who
came back from his palace under the seas and saved the
country from D§'Lai's oppression
Lac Long QuSn then married Au Ccf, the daughter of

De' Lai. Au Ccf bore a pouch of 100 eggs which gave
birth to 100 sons. Lac Long QuSn and Au Ccf shared their
sons between themselves. Half of them followed their
father to the South China Sea and the other half their
mother to the mountains located in the area of Phong

ChSu. Once in Phong Chau (now Bach H?c, VTnh Y6n
province), the sons who had followed Au Ccf named their
eldest brother the first king to reign over the new
kingdom. This was the first Himg Vifcfng of the H"6ng
B^g dynasty and this kingdom was called VSn Lang.

The above legend has been interpreted by various generations
of Vietnamese as indicative of the fact that both the Vietnamese
living in the plains bordering coastal areas (heavily Sinicised)
and the tribal minorities in the highlands or mountainous areas
(with more obvious Melanesian, Indonesian and Australoid
traits) are indeed brothers coming from the same ancestors.

For the purpose of this book, the search for the racial origin
of the Viemamese people is largely an academic exercise. What
is important is indeed not the species of blood that flows in the
veins of each Vietnamese but the ideas and traditions that
constitute the mainstream of Vietnamese culture.

THE HONG bang dynasty

According to traditional belief this dynasty had a succession of
eighteen kings stretching over an astonishing period of more
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than two thousand years. The king governed with the assistance
of civil chieftains (L<jc H'du) and military chieftains (Lac
Tudng). Each chieftain had his own fiefdom, administered his
own territory, had the right of life and death over all the
subjects therein. In the words of D^o Duy Anh:

"The people inside the fiefdom knew only the chieftain
and did not know who the king was, knew only their
families and did not know what the society or the nation
was."4

Thus as far back as four thousand years, Vietnam had a social
and political structure with some characteristics similar to
European feudalism of the Middle Ages. In particular we note
that the relationship between the king and the chieftains
resembles the relationship between a European lord and his
vassals. We note also the fact that the presence of the king is
not indicative of a strong monarchical system but merely a
decentralised aristocracy, and the nation state existed as a faint
echo that never reached the consciousness of the subject of the
kingdom of VSn Lang. Obviously the analogies must stop here
since feudalism is strictly a European phenomenon and its
application to the analysis of Viemamese society is fraught with
danger. The Vietnamese communists have not heeded this
danger in their feverish revolutionary zeal and the scars they
have left on the souls of several Vietnamese generations are
lasting scars.

THE THUC DYNASTY

Very little information is available on this period. Dko Duy
Anh is of the opinion that in the year 257 B.C. Van Lang was
conquered by An Dircfng Vifcfng, the king of a neighbouring
state, Thuc, and the name of the kingdom was changed to Au

See Viit Nam Vdn Hod S& Citcfng, or An Outline of Vietnamese History,
by Dao Duy Anh, 1976, p. 139 for more details.




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Blank Page



